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Concept - “Agata on the Road 2026”

Returning Home

In 2026, the nine-hundredth anniversary of the translation of Saint Agata’s relics to
Catania will occur.

But Agata is not a relic: she is a small, tenacious force moving through bodies, alleyways,
and silences. Some presences do not die, do not make noise, and slip gracefully into the
world—creating and inhabiting cracks that prevent us from ignoring them.

This “movement despite everything” inspires the theme of Agata On The Road 2026:
“Returning Home.”

Home is no longer merely refuge or destination. It expands into a radical, broader idea of
existential, political, and collective meaning. It becomes the pretext for a deeper inquiry: a
return understood as a reclaimed space—symbolic, emotional, and identity-shaping—far
from nostalgia.

The contest calls artists to engage with this complexity through contemporary,
experimental and transversal languages, inviting a critical stance capable of freely
questioning the present and its fractures, generating new, powerful narratives on
belonging.

— conceived by Mario Bronzino and Vittorio Piraneo —

Selection Committee

Mario Bronzino (curatore indipendente), Fabio De Chirico (Direttore dell'lstituto Centrale
per la Grafica a Roma), Ornella Laneri (Presidente Fondazione OELLE Mediterraneo
Antico ETS), Alfredo Pirri (artista), Caterina Riva (Direttrice Museo Macte di Termoli)

Eligibility

The Call is open to artists who are at least 18 years old as of December 5, 2025.
Participation is free of charge.

The committee will select one winner, who will be entrusted with the production of the
project “One Year with Agata.”

The prize includes production support and the exhibition of the work during Agata on the
Road 2027.
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How to Participate

Each applicant may submit one work related to the theme by sending the following
materials:

*  Selection Entry Form (attached at the end of this document)

* Image of the work (for three-dimensional works, images from multiple angles are
required)

Works previously submitted to past editions of Agata on the Road will not be admitted.
However, the authors of those works may apply to the 2026 edition with a new project.

Deadline for Applications

Applications and required materials must be sent via WeTransfer or SwissTransfer to:
agataontheroad@fondazioneoelle.com
no later than January 20, 2026 at 11:59 PM (CET).

Selection

The works will be evaluated by a Selection Committee specifically appointed for Agata on
the Road 2026.

Results will be communicated via email no later than January 28, 2026.

Sending the Selected Work

Selected artists must deliver their work to the headquarters of Fondazione OELLE
Mediterraneo Antico ETS,
Via Antonello da Messina 45/A — Aci Castello (CT),

no later than February 10, 2026, otherwise they will be excluded.

Delivery and Return

Delivery may be made in person or via courier at the artist’s expense.
(Return will follow the same modalities.)

Artists must also send, via email, the Copyright Release Form, completed and signed.
The form can be downloaded at: Copyright Release Form

The release certifies the intellectual property of the work and authorizes Fondazione
OELLE Mediterraneo Antico ETS to use images of the work for dissemination and
promotional purposes related to the initiative.

“Agata on the Road 2026” - THE CONTEST
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Selection Entry Form

Promoter
Fondazione OELLE Mediterraneo Antico ETS
Via Antonello Da Messina 45/A - Aci Castello (CT), ltaly

Concept - “Returning Home”
Entry Form

Name

Surname

Date of birth / /

Fiscal Code

Address

City Country

Short bio

Technical details of the submitted work
Title Year
Technique
Dimensions Support

Project summary

The entry form, filled out in all its parts, must be submitted together with one or more
illustrative images of the project in JPEG format, resolution 72 dpi, maximum width
1600px, via WeTransfer or SwissTransfer to agataontheroad@fondazioneoelle.com no
later than 11:59 PM (CET) on January 20, 2026.

If you do not receive confirmation of receipt within 3 days, please contact:
segreteria@fondazioneoelle.com

The result of the selection for Agata on the Road 2026 will be communicated via email on
January 28, 2026.

The assignment of the exhibition space within the foundation (fOn Art Gallery) is at the
discretion of the promoter.

Please note that production of the work is the responsibility of the artist.

The work must be delivered according to the specifications outlined in this form. Any
variation (technique, support, dimensions) must be communicated and re-evaluated by
the committee.
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| hereby acknowledge that this Entry Form is an essential preliminary condition for
submitting my candidacy, and that it allows access to the selection process without
guaranteeing exhibition of the work by Fondazione OELLE Mediterraneo Antico ETS. |
accept all terms and certify the accuracy of the information provided.

Place and date Signature
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